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weeks ago it fell agam into 
and the 4. oxy reading of it rnb me 


We er this was owing to my 
ing more cloſely at the — than at 


us ar this time, giſter little to be 
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P was ferſt publiſhed in French 
for 5 825 the year 


72 | met with' it, 
great Pleaſure. Same 


* 


leaſure than the firſt bad 
. 


the firſt reading; or to the general 
talk of the increaſe of Popery among 


reader. I can alſure bim the latter 
is the true | reaſon of its being put into 


bs band i in Engliſh, I 
3 


ad 1 4 s 3 


. not 


* 


It N not been 


We] 


ginal; 


come as near it as I could. 


If this 
de 


rec ac- 
be expected 


ſome other 
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men of good taſte a: 
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INTARY, &c. 


SEN reading over the eloquent 
PA of the ApvacaTE 
for the JesvITs of THoRN, 
bo againſt the Proteſtants of 
chat unfortunate city, I met 
| With two facts which ex- 
cited my curiofity. As I am not much 
vers d in the legends of the /aints, I knew 
not who that IATZ KO was, concerning 


whom. the orator. ſays to the judges ; 


6 


“Who is there that is ignorant of the 
8 * LE 21117 n 2 : : 


© See the pled it ſelf, p. 215. of the French edition. 
In thar tranſlation they call the faint here ſpoken of Facek. 
And indeed the Poles themſelves, when, they turn his 
name into Latin, call kim Facekus or Facikus. | 
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manner 
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tc manner in which Be: vatzlo „ crolita 
« the river Viſtula near Wiſſegrod, in this 
« dutchy of Moravia, without wetting 


. 05 and carrying a ſtone ſtatue 


e of the moſt holy MorꝝER or Gop? 
« It was his belief of this * article that 
« made the elements ſubject to him; 


« and the rather, becauſe (as we know) 
« he had removed that IMAGE, PRo- 
« TECTRESS of the kingdom of Poland, 


« out of the way of the inſults of the 


« Tartars.” | 
A few lines after the ſame orator, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the Holy Virgin, ſays: 


« O moſt innocent and chaſt Virgin, 


« driven in this manner from a Poliſh 


« city; could you now fay to JuLIvs, 


mx 4 805 don't you name me Queen or THE 
erer 

As I knew nothing of alla, nor : of 
the virgin Mary et up for Queen of 


Poland, nor of St. Facek and his net 


I had a great deſire to get ſome, infor- 
mation about — Ic was this ny 


rr 


ſuch Pty as may poſſibly be as * 
norant of theſe matters as I was; and 
have the ſame curioſity that I had, to 


BY Meaning the article concerning the veneration and 
worſhip di due to — 


look 


"RY TTY” ——_ +4 LS li e rn — 


c 1 
en a ſubject chat certainly deſerves 


ſome notice. We are firſt to have to do 
with a aint; nay, a faint of quality, 
vho was the glorious firſt-fruits of the 
rder. of St. Dominic in Poland: And, 
xcandly, with a miraculous image, a 
maſter- piece of St. Luke's divine pencil. 
What 9 can better deſerve the 
reader's devout, curiofity ? ? 
As to my Commentary, 1 hope i it tl 
pr2ve.inftruttive, without being tireſome. 
I have taken care to make it agreeable 
byla variety of reflections, hiſtorical ob- 
ſervations, paſſages (ſuch as my memory 
furniſhd me with) from the poets, and 
reſemblances between ancient and mo- 
dern miracles, with which it is inter- 
ſpers d. All the favour I ask of the 
| 4 reader, is, that he would not 
take offence at certain expreſſions, which 
J think I have a right to make uſe of. 
In alli. communions there are ſome ſtrong, 
and ſome weak: If all Catholicks were 
of the firſt ſort, I ſhould have nothing 
to fear from them: They would think 
jut as 1 do, concerning ſaints, their mi- 
Tacles, and their images. But there are 
alſo among them ſuch as are aue; and 
T ſhould be extremely grieved, if T ſhould 
give offence.to.them... It is to ſuch, there- 
fore, that I-propoſe the following re- 
407 » 5 : flections; 
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1.1 g ef Ke in dhe delt lacs; | 

not to tale jt amiſs; chat Teal the worſhip 
725 gund i mages 2 fuper 


rflitious worſhip, 
hey will agr yg 3 
ly e h call it ſo, when we 
ble — What we are to under. 
ſtand by ſuper ftition Provided We take 
our idea of it, not from any moder- a 
prejodiced author, but from femme An, 
_ and impartial one Thave Pitebed 
TLudgantius us ſuen, who wrote" at 

: the begining: of the fourth echraryi rand. 
who never once dfearit ef the En 
ſchiſm, or the diſputes Whieh SAH 
it. We call chem 8 
«© ſays Lacguntiun who: pay homage" to 
er the dead; ani wh having their EAA 
ks in their howſes; honeur chern as 
0: * PATRON S0 Ds and Prot LOT 6X8, 


8 ä 8 IL KDA H 4 Dili 
_ ©. & Supa Tini epi, qu ſoperſlitem . memo- 
„ Ham defub@onim' colum; zur qui pareritibus" ſdis ſu- 
6 perſtites, oelebrànt imagides. eorum: dom, —_— 
% Dees Penates; Name qui norps ſihi ritus iſſum 
< yt in Deorum vicem mortuos honorareut, quos 225 
* minibus'in ebelum redeptos putabant, AG Vereses TL. 
60 TOO woealinbt. © Eds Mew g ax" er an 
3 e iagss 1 vacah 


| vin overt Dea: & 719 2 
| hy Ms Aft 4428s | 


P 4-14 T3918 - « For 


4 


Nile 2 


* No PS... 


YG” nn oe” WD WH % 


19 


2 * 


C91. 


tc ic For thus they were called who intros © 


ce duced any new worthip, and paid di- 


_ « vine honouts to the dead, as appres 
20 hending them to have been received up 
« into heaven. On the other hand, they 


« were called | RELIGIOUS, who paid 
« homage to the ancient and publick 
* Gods.” Lactantius confirms what he 


had been ſaying by a quotation from 


Virgil; and adds, ſpeaking of the Chri- 
ſtians, « It ig we therefore who are pro- 
« perly called RELIG10Vs, becauſe we 
« offer up no prayers but to the one only 


 & and true God.“ Nos auteni REL I- 


bros I, gui uni ef vero Deo ſupplicamus. 


It is needleſs to remark. that this paſ- | 
lage of Lactantius plainly proves, that, 


at the beginning of the fourth century, 


the church paid no worſhip, neither to 
ſaints nor to their images; and that the 


incenſe of her prayers was offer d up to 


God only: UNI r vERO Deo l uppli- 
Camus. Alt that I will conclude from ic 


is, that if Ladtantius be in the right, it 


follows, Firſt, that all new ꝛworſbip, all 
5 worſhip paid to thoſe illuſtrious 1 | 
rſons) awhon' noe: think admitted into 


beaver, and all worſhip of their imaghs, 
is s properly. called SU PERSTIT ION. 
Andy Secondly, that none but Prote- 


Kants deferve the name of Rriiowns 
| B 1 becauſe, 
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Au 
becauſe, among all the ſocieties of Chri- 
ſtians in the world, there are at preſent 
none but they who worſhip, and pray to 
_roay. OE | ; 

2. I beg farther, that the Roman Ca- 
tholicks would not take exception at it, 
if, when 1 ſpeak of the virgin Mary, or 
the ſaints, I ſhould call them Gop, or 
Goppess, or DivinITY; becauſe I re- 
ally don't know how to tranſlate other- 
ways the terms, Divr and Diva, which 
are the titles they themſelves give to the 
ſaints and the virgin Mary, Ir is uſual 
to ſay Devs and Di1, when we ſpeak of 
the ancient Gods; and to fay Dit and 
Divi, when we are talking of men to 
whom a ſort of divine honour is paid. 
This is too well known, to be inſiſted on. 

3. Neither ought the Roman Catholicks 
to be angry, if I give the ſame titles to 
the images of the virgin Mary and the 
ſaints, as to their ' originals, and call 
them too Gops, GoDDEess, DiviniTies; 
ſince herein I do nothing more'than imi- 
tate their own ſtile and manner of ſpeak- 
ing. Don't they ſay, of this or the other 
image, It is our Lapy of ſuch or ſuch 
a'place; of Loretto, e.g. or of * Cien- 

© It is commonly written Cienfochouwwy, but it is pro- 
nounced Cienftocboff; the d having in the 8clavoniay lan- 
f the ſame ſound that F has in ours, I write it thus 


the reader's advantage. 4 | 
5 foto? 


* i 
5 * 


bk. AH * 2 


TFontif. O. M. Scrip. 3 Kal. Mart, 1606, 
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flokoff *, So that they give the image the 
title of LAby; which, with reſpe& to 


the virgin, is the very fame as Lonp with 


reſpect to Ixsus CuRIsT. And undoubt- 
edly ſince the ſaints vouchſafe to impart 
to their images their miraculous powers, 

they may well ſpare them their titles too. 


After all, the images take the titles of 


their originals no otherways than as they 
receive their worſhip. It is a ſort of 


Fidei-commiſſum, entruſted with the ima- 


ges, which they are faithfully to reſtore 


to the Divinities whom they repreſent. 


I borrow this thought from Arnobius, 
cho' I cannot recollect the particular place 


where he makes uſe of it, 
4. I have one more favour to ask of 


the Roman Catholicks: 1 ſtill mean the 


weaker ſort of them; for, as to the 
others, I don't aſk it of them. It is this: 


That they would not be offended, if 


I don't always ſpeak with the higheſt 
eſteem of certain ſocieties, who have 
taken to themſelves the ſacred title of 
REL1G1ious. I know very well that 


there have been, and. are now, perſons 


© Scriph & emili hoc anno libros duos; pricrem 
miracula.& laudes Divz Virginis Hallenſis continchancur, 
alterum quo Divæ Sichemienſis. - Non mus aſig re, 


credo, frangere & calcare bzreftim quam hoc mi- 


raculorum fulmine. juſti Lipſi Epif. ad Paulum V”. 
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F 


in i the ſeveral monaſtick orders lufttiong 
on account of their labours, their learn- 


ing and virtue: But then it is well known 


too how ſcarce they are; and that it is to 
the Greek and Latin monks that the world 


is pf for that monſtrous heap of | 


fables and ſuperſtitions, which have quite 
ſpoil'd 8 Shriſtian religion, and given 
it 1. ſcandalous air of Pagani/m, which 
has contributed ſo greatly to the progreſs 
of impiety and Mahometiſm. I have on 


this account been put ſo much out of hu- 


mour with all theſe people, that reading 

fome time ago Hefod's Theogonia, and 
hitting upon that paſſage which you will 
find at the bottom of the page, I could 
not forbear writing at the fide of i it, Tur 
TRUE PoRTRAITURE of MoN RS. The 
meaning of i it in 1 is this: ee 


* 


Hateful and wicked race, the uuns eerb, 
© Whoſe belly is their God. Artful impoſtors! | 
Who with a thouſand forged, monſtrous tales, 
Seduce the weak and credulous multitude. N 
If cer they utter what iq right and true, 

"ITY only when heir ae leads dem to it. 
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It is indeed to this ſort of people chiefly 
that we are to aſcribe thoſe many ridicu- 
lous prodigies, thoſe impudent and ex- 
travagant ſtories, which have yet too ea- 
ſily gain'd credit among the common 
people. Theſe monks I ſuppoſe: have 


been uſed to reaſon with themſelves much 


in the ſame manner as Ovid makes his 
actors reaſon; who ſaid: If there are 
40 ſome few intelligent, ſenſible people, 
« there are many more ignorant and cre- 
% dulous. After all, we are ſure of plea- 
« ſing the common people, vrho are ever 
ff charm d 20. novelties and Dealers, 


Ay fie potui ſahegant, pars eme veros 
Poſſe Deos memor ant. 
yn animos novitate — 
Ov. Met. 1. iv. v. _ 2733 254. 
871 15 
{Aber fri chu aj my apol ogy, 
15 which (as I have already declar'd}: E ad- 
| dreſs to the weak Catholicks only; I yo 
on to the miraculous ſtory of Sc. JaTzxo, 
8 by 1 che Janus: Advocate in his 
. 4 
The French, the Italians, be: know 
this faint by the name of HYAclixrE: 
The Poles call him Jazko, and 1 in Latin 


+ © Digs, and Matthias ds Witeboff, call him. guazks, or 
mar Cromer calls ke fm or Taciptins, 


WE Jacrevs, | 


* 


(14 ] 

Jacicvs;-or IAcixcrus. He was a man 
of uality, of che family of the Odrouant 
in Silgia; and going to Rome with his 
uncle Ives de Conski, biſhop of Cracow, 
he enter d himſelf into the order of St. 
Dominick, then juſt riſing up, and brought 
1t into Poland, where in a very few years 
it mightily increaſed. An order that has 
nothing in it reſembling the kingdom of 
heaven; except it be, that of a /mall ſced 
it is become à great tree, Whether the 
fouls that matte their neſt in it, are you's 
of heaven, is another queſtion. oel: u 

It was (if I miſtake not) in the D year 
1218 or 1219, that St. Hyacinth return d 
to Cracow, of which he was a canon; 
ſome little time before the Tartarꝭ from 
Scythia made themſelves known in Europe. 
Cramer places this fatal epocha at the 
year 1202. but tells us, in the ſame place, 
that other hiſtorians carry it back: to Ad 
Fane? 1788. li bsi 97; . 

This valiant and Be vols oon 
made themſelves maſtets of the country 
now called Crim, or the leſſer Tartary. 
They drove thence the people called 
'Polovicit x, ſettled cheinſcives; and: er 
n Matt. Miech: Chr. Polo. 1. 3. c. 32, . 

De Reb. Polon. I. 7. R 1.62 15105 

* See the Alphabetical Catalogue of the vrincipal fa 705 


lies af Poland, by M. Ferre ig his asd the 
Nen 7 bn Part II. 
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empties it ſelf into the Viſtula. 


LISTEN 


tinue there to this' day. From thence 


they have often made invaſions into Po- 


land; the bloodieſt and moſt memorable 
of which was in the year 1241. The 


. Tartars being apprized of the diviſions 
there were among the . princes of Chri- 
 Rendom, eſpecially of the quarrels between 
the popes and the emperots ', ( fgnanter 

Eccl. Romanæ cum imperiv diſtordiam) 


form'd the deſign of ravaging, and even 
of conquering the WEs T. They enter d 
Poland; and after having obtain'd a com- 
pleat victory over the Poles, March 18th, 
of the year before-mentioned, they di- 


_ vided their army into two bodies: One 
marched towards the provinces of Lan- 
cia and Cujavia, whilit the other ad- 
vanced towards Silęſia. It was probably 
at the approach of the former of theſe 


two bodies, which threatned Wiſſegrod v, 
that St. Hyacinth reſolved to fly for it. 
But there being in that little city a fatue 


of marble, or ſome ſort of ſtone, repre- 
ſenting the Virgin and her ſon Feſus, our 


ſaint thought it not proper to leave the 


place till he had firſt taken his leave of 
the Virgin, and beg'd of her to favour 


g Dlugos Hiſt. Polon, k 2% inne 
m This little city is ſituate upon the frontiers of Ma- 
Zovia and Prufſia, near the place where the river Brig 


his 


Dear [5-04 
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his POR It was then that this mira: | 
culous ſtatue ſpoke to him in the follow - 


ing manner: How, ſon Hyacinth ! Do you 


fly to avoid, falling into The hands of tbe 
Tartars, and leave me here a prey to a 
parcel of infidels, who will':break nie to 
pieces, and trample me under their feet? 
I conjure you to take me alung with ou. 
Thoſe who have never read the lives 
| of the: ſaints nor of their images (for Why 
mayn' t one talk of the lives of images, 
ſinee they do every thing that the ſaints 
themſelves when alive could do?) thoſe, 
1 fay, who have never read the lives of 
che ange, will make a difficulty of be- 
living W great a; wonder. But if they 
will only conſider the critical conjuncture | 
of time when it happened, they will ea- 
fly agree it is in ſuch calamities, that the 


very fones ſbould ſpeak and cry out. 


Virgil, who is ſometimes an hiſtorian 


as well as a poet, tells us, that among 


other prodigies that foretold the death of 


Julius Cæſar, the images of the Gods 


* grew pale; brute beaſts poke; rivers 
* ſtopt their courſes; the earth opened; 
te ſtatues of braſs and marble in whe tems. 


00 Ples melted into tears and ſwear. 5 


Simulacra modis pallentia miri | 
7 iſa ſub obſcurum noctis, pecudeſy; locutae. 5 
nfandum] fiſtunt amnes, terreque debiſcunt, © © 


8 8 21 
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The death of Cz/ar,, and the wars chat 
I upon it, were nothing in com- 
pariſon of the miſchief the Tartars did 
in Poland, Silefia, and Hungary. They 


put every thing to fire and ſword, burac 


« cities; maſſacred the people, raviſhed 
« holy virgins, cut the throats of prieſts, 
« profaned temples, trod under foot the 

relicke of ſaints, and treated even the 


* venerable hoſt (chat object of a Catho- 


„ lick's. moſt profound. reſpe&) with the 


« ſame indignity *.”;. Chriſti Feſu, Dei 


PI hominis corpus, calitibus venerandum, 
impuris Barbarorum pedibus conculcari. 
They are Cramer s own words. | 
A - There. i is no occaſion. to be ſurprized, 

that ® virgin Mary of marble ſhould open 

her mouch and ſpeak, when ſhe had pe 
proſpect of ſuch miſchief and devaſtation. 
Would you deny her a privilege which 


che falſe Gods of the Heathens had? Or 
can ydu ſuppoſe her leſs affected with 


bliek diſaſters, than thoſe demons were? 


Beides, there was a neceſſity, whatever 


it coſt, of ſaving the INA PrRoTEC- 
TRESS of the kingdom; for a ſtate can 
never be without the hopes and the means 


- of recovering it ſelf, ſo long's as its Gu AR- 
| DIAN u Dunrte are ne It is well known 


72 4 als of 138 . * F 
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What bernd of the Trojans, when once 


the Greeks had taken from them by ſur- 
prize the image of Pallas, the Palladium, 
which was the only ſecurity and defence 
of their city. 


The Virgin Mary had all the denon i in 
the world therefore to break ſilence, and 
beg St. Hyacinth to ſave her. But tho 


I applaud her prudence, I am not fo well 

leaſed with the indifferency and timo- 
'rouſneſs ſhe diſcover'd upon this occaſion. 
For after ſuch a tender and moving ſpeech, 
out of a mouth that probably opened = 
ſelf now for the firſt time, 1 fancy if I 
had been in St. JaATzxo's place, I ſhould 
have thrown my ſelf at the Virgin's feet, 
and (offering my ſhoulders) have faid to 
| her, as Æneas ſaid to his old father An- 

 chiſes; Come, my dear mother, come, 

* adorable Goddeſs, place your ſelf upon 
« my ſhoulders: My zeal for you, and 
the honour done me in admitting me 
ce to carry you, will furniſh me with 


« ſtrength. I ſhan't feel the weight of | 


n rice a Wen 3 
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LY „ Brie age, liars marer, eu. a dof: ; 5 


Ke IL ubibo dg oy nec me labor 2 * 


0 Virg. Ao. . 2. v. 7074 os the * it is Fam pate 
"0 AEneas i is ſpeaking to > his father Anchiſes. 
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ſtory. St. Fatzko is the prie 
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But St. Arzo, wanting (not zeal, 
to be ſure, but) courage and faith, was 
frighted at the heavy load, and beg'd of 
the Virgin to be excuſed. © Dear Lady, 
e (ſays he) you are deadly heavy; how 
46 ſhall I be able to carry you?” To 


which the Virgin replied: * My Sox 
e wall take care to make the burden eaſy 


« to you.” After this aſſurance St. 
JArzko heſitated no longer; up he takes 


the Virgin and her Son, and makes the 


beſt of his way to the Viſtula, that he 


might get that river between him and the 


Tartars. - Methinks one might venture 
to apply to him what Virgil ſays con- 


| cerning a prieſi of Phabus, upon a ſome- 
a like occaſion. | © 


mw e Phebic 75 ſacerdes | 


Sacra manu, VIcTroSqyE Dros, PAR- 


VUMQUE NE PO TEM 


Ipſe trabit, curſug: AMENS ad litera 


tendit. 


En. . 11. v. 319, & ſeq. : 


| Theſe lines of Virgil are 11. 15. 2 
with Holy 


bands: A virgin Mary and a Feſus flying 
from the Tartars, have mightily the air 
of vanquiſb d Gods, The young ſon 4 
Aneas repreſents well enough a little 


C2 1 


. 
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E 
Jeſus; with this difference only, chat the 
former walks a- foot, whilſt ny latter, 
tho” he has feet, makes no manner of uſe 
of them. St. . runs, tho' not to 
the ſhoar of the ſea, yet to the ſhoar of 
a great river; and the joy and admira- 
tion with which we may fairly ſuppoſe 
him to have been tranſported, 
properly enough e by che word 
 AMENs'in the po t. 
When the Saint was got to der river- 


fide, there was no boat to be found. But 


the want of one, could not now ſtop him; 
"Twas not Cæſar and his fortune, but che 
virgin Mary and ber Son, that he bad at 
his back. In he goes, walks on the ſur- 


face of the water, and croſſes the YVifula 5 
without wetting ſo much as the ſoles of 


his feet. 


Tlle ſuper fluidas anti e inks: 
Ambulat, et preſſo firmat N June. d 


It fo happened, that he had three of 
his brethren the Dominican Friars along 
with him; and being mighty loth to 
leave them behind, be ſpread his cope 
upon the water, bid them get aboard it; 
YL and by this means they too. erred rhe 

river without being wet. nod. 


* F rudent. Apothe. p- 1. 269. 
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'Thele art the tuo miracles perform's. 
by St. JaTzKo.- There's no need to tell 

the reader, that the former of them very 

far exceeds that of our Saviour, When he 
walk d upon the ſea of Galilee; for the 
column of water which ſupported eur 
Lord, was heavier, and eonſequently 
ſtronger than that under St. JAT&2Kq : 
And beſides, our Saint's burden (who 
had upon his ſhoulders a groupe of, at 
leaſt, two marble figures) was much 
heavier than the body of our Saviour. 
So chat according to the rule of propor- 
tion, there was the exertion of more 
than thrice the miraculqus power, to 
ſupport St. JaTzKo upen the YViſhulg, 
than our Lord upon the ſea of Galilee. 
Thus it has been found in theſe laſt ages, 
that faith (not in Feſus Chriſt ; that 
would have been no ſuch wonder, - ance 


our Lord foretold it; but) in holy imat John xiv. 


ges, has done greater miracles than thoſe '* 
of our Saviour himſelf. 

It will be obſerv'd too, without my 
pointing it out, how much ſuperior rh 
Poliſh ſaint is to St. Peter. HE venturd 
indeed upon the water ; but though our 
Saviour was preſent in perſon; yet the 
apoſtle's faich failing, he was juſt ready 
to fink: But Arzko, with only the 
ings of Faſter n e,, 
bs 5 hand, 


2 
ave, 


1 22 ] 


hand, matches over the water heroically, 


without doubting or fear. After ſuch a 
feat, were it not that one is ſomewhar' 


prejudiced i in favour of the ancient Gods, 
Di vos antiquos et publices, one would even 
quit them, and put one's ſelf under the 
protection of theſe modern ones, who ſo 
far out-ſtrip them in the ſtrength of their 
faith, and the greatneſs of their mira- 
cles. | | 
I. am perſuaded the Dominican Friars | 


muſt approve of the parallels J have been 
drawing; and determine concerning 


them juſt as I have done. What an ho- 


nour js it to them, that their order, even 
in its firſt riſe, ſhould have produced. 


greater ſaints than St. Peter? Saints 


who, in point of miracle- working, have 


out- done our Saviour? [lowever, to pre- 


vent any body's denying them this honour, 


I would beg the favour. of them to reſolve 


me a few difficulties which have ariſen in 
my mind; partly by reading certain Popiſo 
hiſtories, and partly by 3 on the 


principles of TR _ 


T. Ir is to fn 8 in this: firſt | 
place that the annals of the Damien | 
| 1 * 15 5 . | Or- 


. 2 7 2 * 
23 1 Vide not ui a of this 8 by me, and 4G am 


n to quote chem upon the credit of the author, 252 


3 
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* 
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Order, fix the ſcene of this miracle, per- 
formed by St. JATzxo, at Kiovia, upon 
the Boryſthenes, or Duſeper ; whereas, it 
_ ought certainly to have been at W3ſſegrod, 
upon the Viſtula, where the Poliſh * hi- 
ſtorians, and our learned advocate for the 
Feſuits, have fixed it. I would adviſe 
the Dominicans to correct this miſtake; 
and the rather, becauſe if they ſhould 
obſtinately continue to ſay, that ir was at 
Kiovia, under a pretence that this being 
a noted city, the capital of the great 
dutchy of Ruſſia, is a nobler theatre for | 
ſuch a miracle to have been acted upon; 
they would furniſh unbelievers with a 
very ſtrong argument againſt the miracle 
it ſelf. For the Ruſſians, who are of the 
Greek church, do not allow of ffatues 
of the ſaints; they have none but pictures; 
and a marble ſtatue of the Virgin Mary 
at Kiovia would be ſuch a palpable falſ- 
hood in the hiſtory of our Saint, as 
would be enough to make the criticks re- 


ject the whole of it. 


has inferted the article of St. Hyacinth in Moreri's Dict. 
There are however ſeveral things in that article that need 
correction, at leaſt, if the PolÞ hiſtorians are to be de- 
pended upon. ES FR. 2 5 5 bis 5 \ ER Ha 

2 yid. Dlugos Hiſt. Polon. 1. 7, Col. 731, ad An, 1257. 


— 


. k 5 
Matt. Miech, Chron, Pol, J. 3. c. 1. 
4 F - 4 4 „ 4 ws 1 1 „ 44.4 
2 N | II. Af- 
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n * this friendly. ow 3% 
1 the Dyuminicans to reconcile 
their ſcgend of St. Jarsko, with the 
twwo Polio hiſtorians, who were both ef 
them very good. Catholicks, and took 
great delight in felating miracles; 1 
wean Diuges and , Matebigs Mische | © 

"> ho make not the leaſt mention either of I be 
the Virgin Mary's diſcourſe with the ui 
Saint, or of the marble ſtatue which he lo 

carried away on his ſhoulders ; or- of. his m 

paſſing over the waters of the V iftula, fe 

without being wet- nod: They only tell I fc 

1 . 25 * — _—_— mow ti 


| «pon, ic _ bis — — wg le h: 
« nan Godwin, and Benedict; that in ti 
40 this manner the four monks croſſed the 7 
river without being wetted; and that te 
e it was done in the « fight of. all the in- n 
. Habitanzs ef #ifſegrod.”. Apad Wiſ- ll "* 
zegradenſe oppidum, * navigia, {c 
ftrata ſuper undas cappa, at; conſcenſa, k 
cum 4r101s fratribus ſui ordinis, viz, Flo- NW ® 
riano, -Goduino, gf Benedicto, uni uerſo | © 
populo Wiſeegradenſ, inſpectante, Viſtam ſ 
Huvium ficco veſtigis tranſnavit. . 
This paſſage of the four monks over 1 
the river, upon the Saint's __ will | 
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not however put the unbelievers to vety ; 


much pain. There ate ſome of them 


who will boldly deny the truth of it; and 


as a reaſon of their dental; will tell you, 
that there ate a chouſind ſuch Rories to 
be met with in the hiſtorians of thoſe 
times: That the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries produced them without num- 
ber; and that they are a ſort of money ſo 


univerſally cty'd 1 of ſuch baſe al- 
loy, and the ſtamp ſo bad, that a man 


muſt have loſt his eyes before he can ſuf- 
fer it to be impoſed upon him. Another 
ſort of unbelievers, a little more modeſt 


than the former, will ſatisfy themſelves. 
with faying, that there is no particular. 


account” of the day when this prodigy 
happen'd ; and that if it was about the 


time when the Poles were beat by the 


Tartars, that is to ſay, about the eigh- 


teenth of March; the V5 Hula being ge- 
nerally at that time of the year full pf 
ice, the good St. JaTzKo, who was in 
ſo much/biſte, might, for ooght we 


know, have' ſpread his cope upon a flake 


of it, and fo have croſt the rive 5 wich = 


companions! ' Others will / 50 8 A 
ſuſpect, that there was ſome light 

or other under the cope, which poetry Af 
ed the monks that were Upon it from 
finking. © There have been large volumes 


Pe Þ op 


1260 


glled with accounts of their cheats; and 


' their Copes have often been made uſe of ch 
to coyer impoſtures. That ſatyrical ſay- 


ing of Eraſmus, won't eaſily be forgot- 
ten; that a Friar's cowl is like charity, 

it. covers the multitude of fins. 
St. Arz ko's crofling the Viſtula upon 

his cope, is nothing therefore, or next to 
ß. The important miracle, and 

that for the ſupporting which moſt 

care ſhould be taken, is his having walk- 

ed upon the water with the ſtone ſtatus. 
of the Virgin Mary upon his back: And. 
in order hereto, it will be neceſſary for 

ſome able Dominican to try what he can 
do towards removing the objection which 
ariſes from the utter ſilence of the Poli/þ.. 
hiſtorians, as to this point. Dlugos and 
Miechoff, cannot be charged with having 

maliciouſly ſuppreſſed the principal mi- 
racle their Saint performed; no other 
cauſe of their ſilence can be deviſed, but 
either that they found nothing of this 
miracle in the memoirs from which 
they wrote; or that if they did, they 
look'd upon it as a mere fable. Now, 
who in all the world will believe it, when 
Roman Catholick, nay, the Poliſh hiſto- 
rians themſelves, give no credit to it? 
And if the memoirs of the times when it 


; word 
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word about it, who can help ſuſpecting 
that it was invented after the end of the 
fifteenth * century? ? 


III. There is dböcher very plauſible 


_ reaſon for calling in queſtion the miracles 


of St. JaTzKo; I mean, their having 
been ſo long negleFed, and no notice taken 
of them. In the affair of miracles, there 
ought to be inconteſtable teſtimonies, 
ſtrict ſearches, unſuſpected witneſſes, af- 
fidavits made, intelligent, impartial, mi- 
ſtruſtful judges, not addicted to ſuperſti- 
tion; authentick acts, as ancient as the 


miractes themſelves, and not liable to the 


ſuſpicion of novelty, or of having been 


alter'd or falfify'd. Is there any thing of 
this ſort to be found in the records of 
St. JaTzxo's miracles? Does not Dluges 


himſelf furniſh us with reaſons enough 
not to believe them? 
This very hiftorian makes heavy com- 


plaint, that fo great a Saint had not yet, 


in his time, been canoniz d: Nor was 
St. IAT ZK o canoniz'd, till three hundred 
and forty, or fifty years after his death, 


when Clement VIII. did 1 it. 


F Dlugos wrote his. hiſtory of poland about the year 
1480. And Matthias Miechoff fined his chronicle at 
the year 1504. 
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Dlugos 


ubi ſop. 
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The reaſon of ſo long a delay was (as 
Dlugos tells us) that © the Poles had x EG- 
« LECTED the miracles of this Saint;“ 


and that they had not come to the 
% knowledge of the Popes”. Si ipſa pro- 
digia negleftum a Polonis, et a notitia 


Pontificts maximi ſuppreſſum iri non con- 
tigiſſet. Such negligence in the Poles, and 


ſuch zgnorance in the Popes, are terrible 


prejudices againſt St. IATzKo's miracles. 
What! the Popes, who know every 


thing that paſſes in the Chriſtian world, 


not know that which is of the greateſt 
importance, and moſt worthy their re- 
gard! know nothing of miracles; the 


fame of which muſt have ſpread over the 
whole earth? What! would not the 


| Poles, no, nor the Dominicans neither, 


is, either that looking upon them as fa- 


inform his Holineſs of wonders that did ſo 
much Þonour to the nation in general, 


and co that order in particular ? No, they 
none of them did it; Dlugos tells us ſo; 


and gives as the reaſon of it, that he 
Poles had neglected the miracles of St. 


JArzko. The true meaning of which 


bles and monkiſh dreams, they paid no 


regard to them; or at leaſt, that they 


5 $, JaTzxo died at Crac , in the year 1257, And 
| Clement VIII. was not advanced to the Pontificat till the 
year 1594. W 
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kept no exact and authentick records of 
them; that they were content to truſt to 
tradition to hand them down to poſte- 
rity: Tradition, that- ſpoils and alters 
every thing; and that, in proportion as 
it grows older, generally multiplies and 
increaſes wonders. 


V ireſq; acquirit eundo: 


Parva metu primo; mox ſeſe attollit in 


aurds, 


Ro En. I. 4. v. 175. 
IV. The difficulties hitherto men- 


tioned are for criticks; thoſe which fol- 


low are for the devotees to the virgin 
Mary and to images. It would be a real 


piece of charity to eaſe their faith of thoſe 


ſeruples which muſt needs torment and 


put it to the ſtretch, For my own part, 


it is not in my power to do them this good 


office: All that I can do, is to point out 


to ſome able Dominican or Feſuit whence 
ſuch their diſtreſs and uneaſineſs ariſes; 
that knowing the diſeaſe, he may apply 


N a remedy. 


Fe 


-/ 1. Firſt then, the devotees to the virgin 


Mary and the /aints ſay, that if ſhe was 
reſolv'd to leave the temple and fly, it 
had been more ſeemly, and more agree- 
abie to her Sropepnrs 10 have order'd a 
number 


[30] 


number of angels (who are to be ſure 11 


ways at her ſervice) to have tranſported 
her ſtatue to the place ſhe had a mind to 
go to, than to have given a poor Friar 
ſuch a commiſſion to execute. The an- 


gels that carried the houſe of Loretto, 
would have been glad of the honour of 


carrying this ſtatue. Oy: 
2. They ſay farther, that it is an af- 
front to our Lapy, and giving us a mean 
opinion of her power, to repreſent her as 
afraid of being broken to pieces, and trodden 
ee As by the Tartars. Cloathed with 
her Son's power, if thefe ſacrilegious 
wretches had had: the infolence to have 
_ attempted her image, could not ſhe have 


broken and daſh'd them to pieces /ihe 


earthen veſſels? Theſe Jlegend-writers 
(fay the devotees) underſtand nothing of 
the decorum which ſhould be obſerved 
when they are treating of DivinrtiEs. 


They are guilty of the ſame fault that 


Homer was, who makes his heroes greater 
than his gods, and his gods leſs than his 
heroes. . 5 | 

3. Neither is this reflection groundleſs; 
at leaft it wants not plaufibility. For 
does it become a DivINITY PRO T EC- 
TRE SS of a kingdom to fly at the ap- 
proach of enemies, whilſt a mortal king 
would a thouſand times rather chooſe to 


die 


31 ] 

die at the head of his army, than trea- 
cherouſly neglect his duty, and ſully his 
honour, by a piece of conduct that has 
ſo much the appearance of cowardice ? 
Won't all the world-ſay, chat the virgin 
Mary is well enough pleas'd to receive 
the homage and the tribute paid to her as 
PROTECTRESS; but that ſhe is for avoid- 
ing the trouble and the — that at- 
tend the office? How mad muſt that 
man he, who can expect help from an 
image of the virgin Mary, that can de- 
fend it ſelf no other ways than by flight? 
Sure this is expoſing our LApx to thoſe 
very reproaches which the Chriſtians caſt 
upon the Heathens, who fooliſhly put 
their confidence in the images of their 
Gods: Quæ vanitas, ab bit ſperare tu- 
telam, que tueri ſemeti pſa non ee e 

4. It is own'd indeed that the virgin 
Mary made an honourable retreat; that 
if ſhe did not walk upon the water as our 
Saviour did, ſhe was carried however, 
and that is full as honourable: In hore, | 
that ſome retreats are as valuable as victo- 
ries. But it will ſtill be objected, that 
though a retreat may ſometimes raiſe the 
reputation of a man, it can de no great 
honqur to a Dzvixiz ve. That the beſt 
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of chem are but like repentance. This i 19 
the laſt reſource and ſafety of ame 
they are of the vanquiſhed. 

It is farther own'd, that the Fiegin 
did indeed perform a great miracle: But 
then it is aſſerted too that the deſign was 
not of a piece with the performance. 
If ſhe had conſolidated the waters of the 
Viſtula under St. JArzko's feet, in order 
to his carrying her to meet, and ſtop, 
and vanquiſh the Tartars, all would have 
been grand; both the end propoſed, and 
the miracle performed: But fince ſhe did 
this to eſcape the Tartars, the action and 
the deſign don't match. Here's a pro- 
digy of power, and at the we time a 
prodigy. of weakneſs, * © 
6. It is obſerved farther, as 5 one of the 
fineſt characters of the ſaints, that they 
are quite diſintereſted in the uſe they make 
of their power. They ſuſpend the ex- 
erciſe of it when their own ſafety is con- 
cern'd, and never exert it but for the wel- 
fare of others. It would be look'd upon 
as a wrong uſe of it, to cure themſelves 
when they are ſick, or to raiſe themſel ves 
from the dead. Vou never find in the 
lives of your true ſaints any miracles 
rformed for intereſt, or out of ſelf- 
ove. And yet ouR Lapy of Wiſſegrod 
© om__ upon * quite contrary pr in- 
a ciple: 


of his army, and 


on) 

eipls > She abandons the Poles, "is put -. 
thei? whole confidence in het: She de- 
livers up her prieſts, her virgins, her 
; het ſaints, and the body of her 
own Son, to the vidlence 4nd profanation 

of Barbarians z and works no miracle but 
to fave herſelf; or rather to fave one of 
her fatnes. 


But that which mold dels te 


WA 
faith of theſe devotees, throws them into 
the utmoſt conftertiation, and even drives 
them to deſpair, is the compariſon which 
they can't help making between the 


demon PROTECTOR of the Tart#fs, and 


the birgin Mary PROTECTRESS of the 


Fat 

The T.arfor demon marehes at the head 
helices for his worthig= 
pers. If he ſees them in danger he de- 
fends them: Or if he works 2 
they are miracles not for oſtentation, of 
out of fear, of from ſelf- intereſt; buy 
ſach as ſhew his valour, and protect his 


friends. What 1 am how fayng; is at- 


teſted. by all the Roman Catbolioſ hiftes 
„ 


The two bodies of the Tard aridy 


Fejoin'd in Silepa. Henry, ſur natd the 


„ Dluges Hill. Polon! I. 7. Mate Mieche I. 3. b. 3% 
Cronier de Reb. Pol, l. 8. p. 15. Pubrav. Hiſt. Bohe 
J. 16. Þ m. 424. „ | : 
3. Plovus, 


„5 
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Provs, duke of Breflau, aſſembled the Te 
remains of the Poliſh army, the knights MW D. 
of the Teutonick order, a great number 
of croſſes, and in ſhort all the troops he 

could get together. He advanced within 
a league of Lignitz, into a plain, the 
name of which boded well, for it was 
called bonus campus: There he gave the 
Tartars battle, on the gth of April, 1241. MW * 
The forces. en one and the other fide were il ® 
not equal; (but, may I venture to ſay it?) if 


hy k 


neither were the Gos. Ir 
Nec D11s, nec viribus æ quis. l 
f . En. V. V. 687. 


Henry however ſo valiantly withſtood 
the attack of the Barbarians, that they 
began to give way: When one of their 
enſigns perceiving it, ſhook with vio- 
lence the colours he carried; on which 
there was painted the Greet Letter X, 
and at the top of it, the image of a man's 
head, with a black countenance, and a long 
thick beard ". It was the image of the 


* Plug. ubi ſupra, col, 679. | 

e Erat in extremo illo Tartarorum agmine, inter alia 
te ſigna, vexillum infigne, cujus pictura X litteræ Græcæ 
% figuram pra ſe ferebar. In cuſpide vero imago erat 
* tetra nigraq; capitis humani Barbati, Fumum 
“ atq; nebulam denſiſſimam et fœdidiſſimam exhalabat.“ 
Comer ubi ſupra, p. m. 215. 3 


£ 


Tartars 


L 3800 
Tartars God, their victorious God and 
Deli verer. | 


Apparent di re faci es, ini rimicag; T: rei 
Numina magna Deiim. 


Varg, En. I. ii. v. 623. A 


"i a fignal given by . enſign, hk 

was entruſted with this important ſtand- 

ard, the whole Chriſtian army was over- 

ſpread with. a thick cloud of ſuch ſtink- 

ing ſmoak, as poiſoned. all the ſoldiers; 

who not being able to bear the ſtench, _ 

immediately loſt their ſtrength and cou- 

rage, and gave way on all ſides. The 

ſlaughter was ſo great, that the Tartars 

having cut off an ear from each dead 

body, fill'd nine great ſacks with them: 

Tantus autem eo prælio inter feftorum Chri- 

ftianorum numerus fuit, wt ſingulis fngule 

auricule a Tartaris preciſe novem in- 

gentes ſaccos explerent *, Henry the Pious 

was ſlain, with a great number of nobi- 
lity: Silefia was laid waſte, and the 

wandring inhabitants could be ſafe no 

where but in the foreſts and mountains, 

and a few ipacceſſible ſtrong holde. 3 
I know not to what 4% lum our Lady " 

of V ue egrod had betaken ek ſells: Bur 1 ic 
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muſt be own'd, with regret, that the 


demon of the Tartars ated a much finer 
part in this bloody tragedy than the virgin 
of Poland. Was ſhe nat in charity (not 


to ſay in honour and duty) baund, in 


quality of PratefFreſs of the kingdom, to 
have headed her army, and countenanced 


who fought as much for her and her al» 
tars, as for their own lives and liberties z 
and who yield, for pq ther feaſen, but 
becaufe their enemies have Gods te legd 


them, and they have nans, What then! 


had not our Lapy the caprage e ſhew 


her face before. the gemon af the Barba: 


riaus Was the afraid her atus weuld 
be deſtroyed in the engagement? Ware 
there no ſtatuaries ta bg faund, that gauld 
make more? After all; had it net been 
better for hes jmage ta have periſhed gla- 


rioufly, than to drag an an apſeure life, 


Which time hawever would at laſt. put an 


end to? For time no mare ſpares the 


image of a Gad, than the coloſſus of a king. 
F ſhould be lath, however, to make the 
virgin Mary fay what a chaſte, byt un- 
fortunate virgin , a Priecfts/s io falſe 


Gods, faid to her brather Turuus, when 


the Beſtinies ſer againſt her the frightful 


* Juturna, 


the valqur of a number of hrave fellg ws, 


demon 


1 
Jdemen which Megera brought forth, 

« Dear brother, it is impoſſible for me 
« to withſtand ſo terrible a monſter, I 
am obliged to quit your army, 


Taliw pofſums ms oppanere monſtroÞ | 
Jam jam lingua acie, 880 
e ob Virg. En. I. xii. v. 879. 


Buch are the ſcruples which torment 
the minds of thoſe who are moſt tho- 
roughly devoted ta the Virgin Mary: 
Either out of charity ta weak minds, or 


out of zeal for the hanaur of the Bleſſed 


Firgin, it is a matter af great umportapce = 
to get them removed; and it is the mars 

neceſſary, that the mouths of unbeliayers 
may be a 5 cop ; who have the impu- 
dence ta tell us, that SAlN Ts, PROTEC» 
Teks, and their Images and Relicks, ate 
very like por fid iaus miſtreſſes, who pra- 
miſe their levers every thing, but are 


perpetually cheating and dilappointing 


them; and yet, after all, are as much 
admired and adored hy them, as ever. 
Such a parallel, I own, borders à little 
tes much upon libertiniſm ; I do not 
thoroughly like it; and yet, as to the 
fact, I dare not deny it. It may be pro- 
to many inflaneegz Poland alone 
i would 


ved in 
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would furniſh- us with ſeveral: I will, 
mention but one of them. 


- The Poles were mighty FI of in | 


ving ſome one Saint, that ſhould be the 


well known, that they have enough and 
to ſpare of them at Rome; and that ſhe 
charitably furniſhes the whole weſtern 


world with them: Thither therefore 


Casiuix, king of Poland, ſurnamed 
THE jus r, apply d himſelf. In the year 
1184. he ſent an extraordinary embaſſy 
to the Pope, to aſk of him the body of 
ſome Saint gone to heaven, that ſhould 
have credit enough in the court above, 
to ſave their kingdom from the invaſions 
of the Barbarians. They found his Ho- 
lineſs (it was Pope Lucius) the moſt 
courteous and friendly perſon alive. A- 
way goes he along with Caſimir's ambaſ- 
dors, to the church of St. Laurentius ex- 


tra Muros ; and ordering the tombs to be 


opened, preſently hits upon St. Lawrence 
himſelf ; and aſks him, whether he would 


Zo into Poland ? But the ſaint, it ſeems, 
ſignify'd his refuſal by turning away his 


head. They next apply d to St. Steven, 
the Protomartyr, who lay very near the 
former; but he anſwer'd as his neigh- 

bour had done, by a very unfayourable 


 PrRoTECTOR of their kingdom. It is 


mw 


* 


„ 

ſign. The next they came to, was St. 
FLORIAN; and the ſame complement 
being made to him, he lifted up his arm, 
and reach'd forward his hand; as much as 
to ſay, © Ay, with all his heart, he was 
« _ to go”. Porrecta manu, ſays 

7 


the Poliſb hiſtorian , proficiſcendi in Po- 
loniam indicium fecit. 1 
What matter of joy muſt it have been 
to the Poliſb ambaſſadors, to meet with a 
Saint [that ſo readily yielded himſelf up 
to them ; and preferred an abode in a 
. Poliſh city, before continuing in the capi- 
tal of the world? It muſt have been 
matter of ſtill greater joy, when they 
came to know that this Saint was a war- 
rior ; for Florian (they tell us) had been 
a captain, and ſuffer'd martyrdom in Ba- 
varia, under the emperor Dyoclefian. 
Well ; away they carried him to Cracow, 
where, from a common Saint (for he 
was no better during his abode at Rome) 
he became a famous one; a Saint with 
altars, and a cathedral church dedicated 
to him. They made a moſt magnificent 
publick entry for him; and city and 
country rung with his praiſes. 


» Mate, Miech. ubi ſup. L. iü. v. 24. 


Ile 


| 3 them by their new Saint. 15 


1 1 
Ibſej jam car mina rapes. bs 


Hof ſonant arbuſta, Dzvs, Deus ill Mes 


nalca ; 
Sis bonus, O felixgz tuis ! 
| Virg. Eclog. v. ver. 6 3. 


The Saint, for his part, promiſed \ won 


ders. He aflured the nation in general, 
and the city of Cracow in particular, that 


he would protect them againſt the nor- 
thern , Barbarians : But as he himſelf 
could not be eve 2 where, he told them, 
they ſhould ſoon have another Saint, who 
would defend them againſt the ſouthern 


nations too. I cannot tell certainly, whe- 


ther he meant St. Irzko Of not; 
he died at Cracow, in the year 1267. an 


his relicks are ſtill preſerved i in that + ty 


The Poles were charm'd with the pro- 


ic poſſible that ad ſhould tell lies, and 
deceive people ? 


ale  Sandfes q quis lee falls 
eat 4 


© Virgil ſays, 


—— Solem quis dicere falſum 
Audeat ? 


* L i. ver, 463. 3 Falſum means ual 


Under 
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Under ſuch a leader, under the pro- 
tection of ſuch a PAT RON, Poland 
thought it ſelf invincible: And yet, un- 
der the conduct of this very captain, it 
was twice conquer'd by the Tartars, and 
the northern. Barbarians exerciſed all 
imaginable cruelty and profanation. It 
was under the very noſe of this mighty 
PATRON, that Cracow (which he had 
fixed upon for his abode) was fack'd and 
reduced to aſhes, on Eafter day, 1241. 
and ſcarce had it begun to revive and 


riſe from its ruins, when the Tartars, - 


who had ſtopped a while in Hungary, 


ſuddenly broke in again upon Poland, in 


the year 1243. ſurprized that — 
city, and maſſacred its inhabitants. Af- 
ter this terrible calamity, came two o- 
thers : The wild beaſts got together in 


troops, and infeſted Poland; whilſt, at 


the ſame time, they were viſited with fo 
ſore a famine, that mothers were ſeen, 
in their fury and deſpair, deyouring their 
new- born children. Dn ts es 

What a glaring inſtance is this, of the 


vanity of thoſe promiſes which the Saints 


are ſo forward to make to their devo- 


tees, and of the folly of thoſe who truſt 
to their protection? The unbelievers tri- 
vmph and talk loud upon ſuch an occa- 

e ſion: 


n 
ſion: But ſince they are ſo bold as to call 
in queſtion the truth of what I have been 
relating concerning St. Florian, who, 
dead as he was, made a fign with his 
hand to Pope Lucius that he was wil- 
ling to go to Poland; I deſign to confirm 
this miraculous fact by another ſo very 
like it, that one would ſwear it came out 
of the very ſame mint. 5 
Rome, which now a- days ſupplies the 
whole weſtern world with God, (I am 
forced, as I ſaid before, to tranſlate Di- 
vos, Gops) was wont heretofore to go 
another way to work. To ſecure the fi- 
delity of the nations they had conquer'd, 
they were uſed to carry away their Gods, 
and build them temples. Ic was a fine 
piece of policy this; for beſides that the 
aber gain'd a great reputation for reli- 
gion by this means, the nations which 
they had ſubdued, could never revolt 
from them without revolting from their 
on Gods at the ſame time. The policy 
of the Romans now-a-days, is juſt the 


contrary; but it is never a whit leſs ſafe, 


and has ſomewhat in it more noble and 
grand: For what empire can appear 


more glorious, or be eſteemed more in- 


violable, than that which ſends to the 
Chriftian nations round about, not mor- 
N . 1 3 8 ä 5 8 Ip tal 


„ 
tal magiſtrates and governors, but tutelar 
(ods 7 God himſelf does not exerciſe ſuch 
an empire over men; He ſends them 
kings; but we do not find any where in 
L ſeripeyrs, that he ſent them Gods; at 
m leaſt, not Gads that ſhould be the objects 
ry of religious worſhip and adoration, Gods 
it *Þat (hould be placed upon a/fars and in 
1 
e But to return to the ancient Romans. 
n They were no ſooner maſters of the city 
- i 744, but they reſolyed to have its Gd 
o %. Twas Juno, ſyrnam'd MoxzrA. 
0 chis end they ſent a deputation, to 
receive and hribg it to Rome, conſiſting 
„of young perſons of a graceful appear- 
ance, and thoroughly purify'd ; one of 
whom, either by inſpiration, or in a ban- 
ter (ſays Livy) aſk d the Goddeſs, whe- Decad. I, 
ther ſhe conſented to go to Rome? viſie  & 
Romam ire, uno? © Immediately * here- 
upon his companipns cry'd out, that 
e the Goddeſs had made a ſign, denoting 
* her acquieſcing in it; a er of them 
. © aſſerted, that ſhe had anſwer'd, IWIL L. 
Agreeably to which, it is obſerved, that 
- ſhe .camplied ſo readily with the de- 
fire of the Romans, that they found little 


4 Annuiſſe cateri Deam (onclamaverunt. Tit, Liv, Ibid. 
7 | or 
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F 
or no trouble in tranſporting her to 
Nome. She made her ſelf light, juſt as 
Tit. Lv. our lady of Viſſegrod did. Motam certe 
Ibid. de ſede ſua paruv: molimenti adminiculis, 
| ſequentis modo, accepimus LEVEM ac faci- 
E fare, oo 7 
Nothing can be more like than this 
ſtory of Juno, and that of St. Florian; 
one might almoſt venture to ſay that one 
was copy'd from the other. There is one 
very ſingular point in which they agree. 
Tir. Liv. Lavy is in doubt, whether the young Ro- 
Ibid. an, who ſaid to Juno, Will you go to 
Rome? ſpoke by. inſpiration, or only in 
jeſt : And to ſay truth, ſuch a compli- 
ment to a ſtatue has mightily the appear- 
ance of mockery and banter ; but then 
the compliment paid by Pope Lucius to 
the dead, has exactly the ſame appear- 
ance: And accordingly Dlugos tells us *, 
that it was not known whether the Pope 
ſpoke ſeriouſly or jokingly (SERIONE, an 
Joco, incertum eft) when he aſk'd the 
Saints, whoſe relicks were in the church 
of St. Lawrence, which of them would 
go to Poland? Quis illic quieſcentium ſan- 
ctorum, Poloniam migrare vellet? A cri- 
tick of my acquaintance, told me, upon 


„. bat eo „ „ „ e ee ses 2 


© Dlugos ubi ſupra, I. vi. col. 552. An. 1184. 
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1 
6ecafion of this ſtory, that if the truth 
could be come at, he'd lay a hundred to 
one that it was — raillery and 


banter in the Pope, who inwardly made 


a mock of the Poliſb ſuperſtition, and 
the PATRON they defired. He added 
farther, that this piece of banter in the 
Pope was manifeſtly the occaſion of the 

fabulous ſtory. - No ſooner had the Pope 
uttered the words, Which f you, Gen- 
tlemen, will pleaſe to take 4 journey to 

Poland? bur there was pretext more than 


enough, for an inventer of pious frauds 


to aſſert that one of the Saints had made 
a ſign that he was willing: And for my 


part (added he) I cannot but think the 


maker of the ſtory was very modeſt, in 


not aſſerting too that the Saint anſwer d 


IwWIII: Whether my critick be in the 
right or not, it muſt be own d that there 


s a very lucky reſemblance between Juno 


and St. Florian; between Pope Lucius 
and the young Roman; between the mi- 
racles of Rome Pagan and Rome Chriſtian. 
Theſe prodigies prove one another reci- 
procally; the modern ones authorize 


thoſe that are ancient, and the aneient 


ones confirm thoſe that are modern. 

Enough has been ſaid to explain the 
article of St. JATEKO-. I BAYS no mind 
I | _—_ to 


41 


- _ to write a hiſtory of this famous Pole: 
But I don't know how to ſuppreſs what 


is related concerning his funeral pomp, 
or rather his a/cenfion into heaven. Dlugos 
tells us , that © at the very moment he 

« expired, it was revealed to a very de- 
4 vout nun that THE MOTHER oF MER- 


« CIES, accompanied by a great number 


« of angels, deſcended from heaven to 
« receive the ſoul of St. JATzKo; and 


* 


«« that, together with thoſe immortal 
« ſpirits, ſhe ſang thoſe words of Solo- 
Cant.iv.6.4 mmon's Song: I will go to the mountain 
ce of myrrh,” and to the bill of frank- 


«6 oncenſe.". : 


It muſt be own'd this part of ; our 
Saint's ſtory is - incomparable. - I have 


heard indeed that angels, dignified like 


men, came to the burial of St. Albert; 
and that they ſung the very ſame palms 
and hymns which the church fings upon 
ſuch occaſions. Mantuanus tells us fo, 


in the following verſes: 


Ad tua venerunt, guod raro contigit ulli, 


Celltuum multi notra ſub imagine Divi 


Funera; et in liquido pendentes aere, dulti 


Exequiis fecere tuis exordia cantus. 


f Dlugos Hiſt, Pol. l. vii. col. 751. An. 1257, 
© Mant, Dies Sacri Alberto, p. m. 330. 


It 


You i fend Pa A. notes ae let os ALE. IO 


a 1 


K 


4 
1 


It 


2 


Ca) - 


* 


It muſt be own'd, that if the Saintz 
lead private and obſcure lives, they are 


ov 
* 


well paid for it when they quit that 2 4 


of living. St. Albert's 5 


moſt equals that of the virgin Mary: 


For Nicepborus Calliſtus relates, that when 
ſhe was buried, the angels divided them- 
ſelves into three troops; one of which 
went before, another behind, and the 


third by her fide, to guard her. It is 
true indeed they did not fing; at leaſt 
Nicepborus ſays nothing of it: But they 


did ſing at St. Alberts funeral; ic may 


be this was a privilege peculiar to him: 
But {till I ſay, this part of St. IATZz Ros 
ſtory is incomparable; and how can Po- 


land be otherwiſe than entirely devoted 


to the Saints, whom the virgin Mary has 
ſo greatly honoured ; and to the virgin 
Mary herſelf, on account of her having 
diſtinguiſhed their Saints by ſuch pecu- 
liar honours? To conclude: One can- 


not „ bong angry with the church of 


Rome for deferring the canonization of 
St. JaTzZzKo three hundred years; and 
depriving him, during all that time, of 


the honours of an Aputbeofis: Nay, who 


* Ayyinor wiv dvaher xesbebiſor, ie , 


ier. Niceph. Cal. E. H. I. i. 23. 
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